SAFETY ALERT

FOGGY WEATHER

In autumn, the days get shorter and the weather changes, it is already pitch black at 0600—add fog to this and our soldiers, civilian employees, and their family members are at risk of having an accident.

All the normal “rules of the road” apply to preventing accidents during limited visibility such as no headphones when running or jogging on Fort Lee streets and sidewalks, walking facing traffic, and maintaining a safe following distance between vehicle.

Additional fog-related tips for drivers include:


..Start early for work; allow time for limited visibility and slow going.


..Clean dew from windows before operating the vehicle.


..Keep all vehicle lights clean to gain maximum visibility.


..Be alert to slow moving/stopped vehicles, vehicles without lights, and pedestrians.


..Slow down.  Increase the distance between you and any vehicle you may be following.


..Watch out for school children especially around bus stops.  Go slow when approaching bus stops because children may cross the street or dart into traffic without looking.


..Do not pass troop formations.

Pedestrians, whether running or walking, also need to take the following precautions:


..Wear highly visible clothing.


..Stay well off the roadway.


..If walking or running alone, do so facing traffic.

REMINDER FOR LEADERS OF TROOP FORMATIONS:  If you had difficulty seeing while just driving to the start point, consider using off-road alternatives.  BUT, use designated dark/limited visibility troop formation routes per Fort Lee Policy 15-96, Changes 1 & 2, if you must use the roadway—that is where Fort Lee drivers expect you.
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