SAFETY ALERT

GENERAL SAFETY PRECAUTIONS FOR 

USE OF CHAIN SAWS

1. Before using any chain saw, thoroughly read the manufacturer’s operating and safety instructions.

2. Do not operate a chain saw if you are fatigued, if you have been drinking alcoholic beverages, or if you have been taking prescription medication or non-prescription drugs.

3. Use safety footwear, snug-fitting clothing, protective gloves, and eye, hearing, and head protection.

4. When cutting, hold the saw firmly with both hands, with thumbs and fingers encircling both chain saw handles.

5. Chain saws are designed to run at full speed.  Maintain a full throttle setting while cutting to maximize your productivity and reduce fatigue for safer operation.

6. Cut while standing slightly to the side, out of the plane of the cutting chain and guide bar to reduce the risk of injury in the event that you lose control of the saw.

7. To avoid the risk of kickback, make sure that the area in which you are cutting is free from obstructions.  Do not let the nose of the guide bar contact a log, branch or any other obstruction while you are operating the saw.

8. Use extreme caution while cutting small-size brush and saplings because slender material may catch the cutting chain and be whipped toward you or pull you off balance.

9. Maintain proper chain saw tension.  A loose chain can come off the guide bar and can strike the operator.

10. Use caution when handling fuel.  Move chain saw at least 10 feet away from the fueling point before starting engine.  Do not smoke while refueling your saw.

11. Lift right!  Safe lifting techniques keep you and your back in balance and can protect you from strain and overload.  Never work alone.  Always have a responsible person to assist or get help if the worst happens.

Always think safety whenever using a chain saw.  Know the equipment and keep it properly maintained.  Think ahead and plan each cut.  Refer to the owner’s manual whenever in doubt about the proper use of the saw.
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