	 



	BIRTHDAYS:

AUSUST 1ST

SSGT STREATER 

AUGUST 6TH 

SSGT MARS 

AUGUST 11TH

1STSGT NOWELL 

AUGUST 24TH
SSGT BOURGEOIS 

AUGUST 26TH
GYSGT CAMPBELL 

AUGUST 27TH
GYSGT DEVOE 

GYSGT JIMMERSON 

AUGUST 30TH
SSGT WHITLEY 

PROMOTIONS:

AUGUST 1ST
CPL AGUIRRE

GYSGT STEELE

GYSGT BALLARD
SELECT FOR GYSGT (E-7)

SSGT MICHELLE R. COX

SSGT KEVIN Y. MILLER

SPECIAL EVENTS:

AUGUST 27TH ORGANIZATIONAL DAY 

ENSURE YOU PICK UP YOUR TICKETS FROM SSGT SMITH SUPPLY CHF  734-7048
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Once feared beheaded, Marine goes on leave

BY MARK THIESSEN

The Associated Press

WEST JORDAN, Utah — An Arab-American Marine once feared beheaded by terrorists

in Iraq arrived at his brother’s house after being granted military leave.

A family member moving cars in a driveway said Saturday evening that Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun had arrived. Television footage

showed Hassoun slipping into a side door at his brother’s suburban house.  

Hassoun was not making an appearance for reporters waiting outside the house of his brother, Mohamad Hassoun. The family member, who refused to give his name, said the

Family would be making no statement, although

family spokesman Tarek Nosseir said a statement was possible Sunday.  Hassoun, 24, has been under a cloud of suspicion

since failing to report for duty June 20.  Videotape surfaced showing him apparently kidnapped, blindfolded with a sword hanging over his head.

He later turned up at the U.S. Embassy in Beirut. It remains unclear how he traveled

From Iraq to Lebanon, where he was born and still has relatives.  He has denied that he was a deserter.

Hassoun had been at Camp Lejeune, N.C., since July 20 undergoing what the military calls a “repatriation process.” The Naval Criminal Investigative Service has been looking into Hassoun’s disappearance from his base near Fallujah, Iraq.  “Cpl. Hassoun has gone on leave,” 1st Lt.

Clark D. Carpenter, a Camp Lejeune spokesman, said Saturday. “That’s a standard part of the repatriation process.”  Carpenter would not give details, but The Salt Lake Tribune reported that Hassoun had started a 30-day convalescent leave.  Hassoun will be joined in Utah by his parents

and new bride, who are making arrangements  to leave Tripoli, Lebanon — the Hassoun

family’s traditional home — sometime next week.

While in West Jordan, near Salt Lake City, Hassoun hopes to relax, eat out and catch up

with relatives, said a man at Mohamad Hassoun’s home who identified himself as a family member but would not give his name.  Relatives worry, however, that Hassoun’s presence will signal a return of the media horde that camped outside the family home

for weeks after his disappearance.  The family reportedly had contacted police for protection, but West Jordan police Capt.

Gary Cox said Saturday through a spokeswoman that he was unaware of such a request. Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun
New NCOs stay sharp at corporals course
Submitted by: I Marine Expeditionary Force
Story Identification #: 20048811922
Story by Lance Cpl. Guibord
Camp Fallujah, Iraq (Aug. 5, 2004) -- Off in the distance, the sounds of impacting mortar rounds rang out. Marines emptied the large, improvised parade deck and huddled in the stout cement bunkers, some with ceremonial swords still in hand. 

After a while, the Marines filed out one by one, and continued tutoring each other in leading a platoon in drill. 

Holding a corporals course at Camp Fallujah, Iraq, not far from its namesake - the turbulent city of Fallujah - has challenges all its own.

"At Camp Pendleton, the Marines would take a 15 minute break to smoke a cigarette, said Sgt. Maj. Thomas J. Gremblin, the 9th Communication Battalion sergeant major and speaker at the first corporals course graduation. "Here, they take a 15 minute break in a bunker avoiding indirect fire." 

9th Communication Battalion, I Marine Expeditionary Force started holding its corporals course in July. After seeing the results, other units on the camp asked to enroll their own newly promoted noncommissioned officers. 

"It is a positive asset for the unit," said Staff Sgt. Adam J. White, corporals course instructor and 9th Comm. satellite staff noncommissioned officer-in-charge. "(After the course) the Marine is motivated - ready to get it on."

According to White, he has seen a huge difference in his Marines that have gone through the course.

"I saw them under a new light," said the Spokane, Wash., native. "They've stepped up and taken charge."

Cpl. Edmund S. Unger, who previously attended a corporals course during his first tour in the Marine Corps, was surprised at how much he learned his second time through.

"I'm happier to have taken it here," said Unger, a radio technician with 9th Comm. and native of East Haven, Conn. "You don't have to run from incoming rounds back in Del Mar. I wasn't expecting to get anything out of it, but I learned a lot. I'm actually looking forward to (the) sergeants course."

The corporals course prepares the future of the Marine Corps for their positions as leaders of Marines, according to Sgt. Maj. Carlton W. Kent, the I Marine Expeditionary Force sergeant major, who spoke during the first corporals course graduation. 

"Where do we get these types of Marines?" Kent asked. "Your leadership makes these Marines. You make these Marines."

VOTING

WWW.FVAP.GOV  IS THE FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WEBSITE.  THIS WEBSITE WILL ANSWER MANY OF YOUR VOTING QUESTIONS.  CWO2 REDDICK IS THE VOTING OFFICER FOR THE COMMAND.  734-6320

MY PAY

Electronic versions of the LES and W-2 are available online to all myPay (https://mypay.dfas.mil) users.

My Pay offers various services like LES review, W-2 statements, changes of allotments, Tax exemptions, direct deposits, savings bonds, TSP, etc. 

All Marines should acquire a PIN number to alleviate simple administrative tasks.  

Helpful Links
MyPay (Formerly called Employee Member Self Service (E/MSS)):

https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.asp
Thrift Savings Plan (TSP):

http://www.tsp.gov/
Pay Charts:

http://www.dfas.mil/money/milpay/pay
Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH):

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/bahform.html
Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA):

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/ohaform.html
Per Diem Rates:

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/pdrates.html
DoD Publications:

http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/
DoD Financial Management Regulations (FMRs):

http://www.dod.mil/comptroller/fmr/
Joint Federal Travel Regulations (JFTR):

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/trvlregs.html
Social Security Online:

http://www.ssa.gov/
US Savings Bonds:

http://www.savingsbonds.gov/
Internal Revenue Service:

http://www.irs.gov

