FACT SHEET

1. SUBJECT:  Combat Service Support Control System (CSSCS) System Overview

2. PURPOSE:  Provide information outlining CSSCS capabilities.

3. BACKGROUND:  

CSSCS Meets Command and Control Needs.  CSSCS is the Army Tactical Command and Control System (ATCCS) designed to meet the commander’s requirement for command and control logistics information.  Army units use it to collect, consolidate, collate, and present CSS information in formats which support the information requirements of commanders and staffs at the tactical and operational level.  As depicted below, CSSCS provides the link for logistics information to the rest of the Army Battle Command Systems (ABCS).  CSSCS is the CSS C2 component that provides the logistics common relevant picture to the other ABCS systems and distributes the tactical common picture to logistics units. 
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4.  CSSCS CAPABILITIES: 
a.  Track Information Requirements.  CSSCS maintains a database of personnel, equipment, parts, and supply item authorizations called a Baseline Resource Item List (BRIL).  The commander identifies items from the BRIL, which are critical to an operation.  This list becomes known as the Commander’s Tracked Item List (CTIL).  This CTIL forms the basis of CSSCS common information tracking and reporting from battalion to theater levels.   

b.  Data Collection.  CSSCS version 3.71 interfaces with four of the Standard Army Management Information Systems (STAMIS).  The four STAMIS which provide data to CSSCS are the Standard Installation/Division Personnel System (SIDPERS), the Standard Army Maintenance System (SAMS), the Standard Army Retail Supply System (SARSS), and the Standard Property System-Redesigned (SPBS-R). They provide data on personnel, maintenance, supply Classes II, III, VII and IX, and equipment.  Supported units provide supply status, requirements, and battle losses manually, using standard input forms.  CSSCS tracks unit information down to the company level.  The other Battlefield Functional Area Control Systems (BFACS) also provide their respective data to CSSCS using US message text formats.  In the future, units will enter their CSS status into the Force XXI Battle Command Brigade and Below (FBCB2) system, which will interface directly with CSSCS.  This will greatly enhance the entry of unit data.  CSSCS Version 4.0 undergoing testing adds Transportation and Medical functions, expanding its data collection and reporting capability.


c.  CSSCS Reports.  CSSCS distributes the data received to other CSSCS nodes.  It consolidates data and displays reports by unit echelon from battalion level through theater.  The primary means of communication is Mobile Subscriber Equipment (MSE).  CSSCS nodes then manipulate the data through a series of algorithms, based on the specified task organization and the established support relationships.  In this way, CSSCS presents large quantities of data applicable to the supported commanders in comprehensive and useable formats that complement decision-making.  CSSCS graphically portrays the information to the commander through green, amber, red, and black status depictions of force echelon, subordinate unit, and supply point status.  The commander and the staff can further evaluate simplified color status by accessing more detailed numerical data behind the color status symbol displayed (pealing back the symbol revealing layers of supporting information).


d.  Course of Action Analysis.  The course of action analysis tool will provide the capability to analyze three courses of action for up to five days in the future, using Army standard planning factors.  It will project CSS capability and provide a peal back capability to display layers of information within each report.


e.  Reduce Decision Cycle Time.  CSSCS improves command and control by reducing decision cycle time.  A Cost and Operations Effectiveness Analysis, conducted by the TRADOC Analysis Command at Fort Leavenworth, found that CSSCS required 88% fewer manhours to provide CSS information from battalion level to corps, compared to manual procedures.  This was achieved through a 43% reduction in processing time at each command level.  CSSCS produces results by sharing common information and standardizing message protocols through communications networks and command channels.  Commanders identify CSS requirements (Commander’s Tracked Item List) used from theater to brigade level.  CSS units and C2 headquarters share a common CSSCS database for status reporting.  CSSCS interoperates with CSS and personnel STAMIS to collect, compile, integrate, and report the commander’s critical information requirements over the tactical communications network that connects the command structure.  CSSCS and the other BFACS communicate with each other, employing standard message formats over Local Area Networks (LAN) and MSE.


f.  Bottom Line.  As the only automated CSS C2 tool for the commander, CSSCS is an essential enabler for the Distribution Based Logistics System.  It is the key enabler that displays and reports the CSS commander’s logistical posture and satisfies the maneuver commander’s CSS information needs.  It will support “just-in-time” logistics and will enable anticipatory and predictive CSS operations, thus eliminating the need for large stockpiles of supplies in the battle area.  CSSCS is compatible with split-based operations and can be employed in any type conflict (high, mid-intensity, and Stability and Support Operations). When the commander and staff combine the comprehensive CSS common relevant picture from CSSCS with the pictures from the counterpart Battlefield Functional Area Control Systems, the synergy of information produces realistic and timely situational awareness for sound decision-making.
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5. CURRENT STATUS:
a.  Version 3.7.1 has been accepted and employed by III Corps (4th Infantry Division and 1st Cavalry Division), Fort Hood, TX.  The 1st Cavalry Division is operating CSSCS in support of its Bosnia mission.  CSSCS was fielded to the 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, NC, in October 1998.

b.  Version 4.01 was employed during the III Corps Warfighter Exercise conducted in December 1998.

c.  Next events in 1999: Fielding to the 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, NY, the 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, GA, and the 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY.

d.   See the CSSCS Internet Web Page for more information.  It is the TRADOC System Manager’s repository for the most current information on CSSCS design requirements, fielding information, problem support procedures, and problem reporting.  It supports unit and sustainment training,  providing access to the Commander’s Guide, Tactics, Techniques and Procedures (TTP),  Doctrine and Tactics Training (DTT),  the Medical Module Guide, and lesson plans.  The web page also contains information on FBCB2 and the Global Command and Control System – Army.  The Internet address is: http://www.lee.army.mil/csscs/

POC:  Paul Bedard, CSC/ITS @ (804) 734-0510, or John DeRaimo, CSC/ITS @ (804) 734-0502.

DATE:  February 5, 1999
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