Uniformed Service Credit for Leave Accrual 
Your military service may be creditable for leave accrual purposes.  To be creditable, military service must have:

· Ended honorably (an honorable discharge or a discharge under honorable conditions (general) or transfer to the inactive reserves under honorable conditions).
· Been active duty in a uniformed service (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, as well as the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)

Not Retired from Uniformed Service

For non-retired members, full credit for uniformed service (including active duty and active duty for training) performed under honorable conditions is given for leave accrual purposes, and for retirement purposes provided a deposit, as required by law, is made to the retirement fund. 

Retired from Uniformed Service

Retirees receive credit only for:  
· actual service during a war declared by Congress (includes World War II covering the period December 7, 1941, to April 28, 1952) or while participating in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge is authorized.  For example, if a military retiree was on active duty for the entire period of the Vietnam campaign (07-01-58 through 03-28-1975) but served in that campaign for 14 months, the retiree is entitled only to the 14 months campaign service credit.  He or she is not entitled to credit for time on active duty outside of the campaign area; or
· all active duty when retirement was based on a disability received as a direct result of armed conflict or caused by an instrumentality of war and incurred in the line of duty during a period of war as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(11). "Period of war" includes World War II, the Korean conflict, Vietnam era, the Persian Gulf War, or the period beginning on the date of any future declaration of war by the Congress and ending on the date prescribed by Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

Verifying Creditable Uniformed Service
Uniformed service must be verified by the branch in which the person served.  Service in the Armed Forces is documented on the DD 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty.  This form shows the dates or total amount of active duty and the type of discharge or separation.  If the employee does not have a copy of this form, he or she should obtain it from http://www.archives.gov/research_room/vetrecs or by mail at the following address:

National Personnel Records Center (Military)

9700 Page Boulevard

St. Louis, MO  63132

When a retiree’s DD 214 does not show the exact dates of service in a campaign or expedition, use the Standard Form (SF) 813, Verification of a Military Retiree’s Service in Nonwartime Campaigns or Expeditions, to request that information.  The SF 813 is available from the Office of Personnel Management website (http://www.opm.gov/forms).  List the campaigns on the form and send the form in duplicate to the office listed on the reverse of the form.

National Guard:  Dates of active duty National Guard service should be documented on the DD 214 or on orders placing the employee on active duty.  Copies of orders should be obtained from the Adjutant General for the State National Guard in which the employee served.  The request may be on a Standard Form 180, Request Pertaining to Military Records, and should include a statement that “The beginning and ending dates of honorable active ARNGUS or ANGUS duty and the authority of law under which it was performed under either a call by the President or an order by the Secretary of Defense (or his designee) are needed to verify prior Federal service credit for the named Federal Employee.”
Public Health Service (PHS):  Dates of active duty service as a PHS Commissioned Officer should be documented on PHS Form 1867, “Statement of Service-Verification of Status of Commissioned Officers of the US Public Health Service.”  The form can be obtained from:
Personnel Services Branch

Division of Commissioned Personnel

US Public Health Service

Room 4-35, Parkland Building

5600 Fisher’s Lane

Rockville, MD  29857

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA):  Date of active duty service as a NOAA Commissioned Officer should be documented on NOAA Form 5616, “Report of Transfer or Discharge.”  The form can be obtained from:
Commissioned Personnel Center, NOAA

ATTN:  CPC (Rm 12100) SSMC-3

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD  20910

Campaigns and Expeditions Which Qualify For Veterans' Preference 

Any Armed Forces expeditionary Medal, whether listed or not, is qualifying for veterans' preference.  The Department of Defense, not OPM, determines who is entitled to receive a medal and under what circumstances.  

	Campaign or Expedition
	Inclusive dates 

	Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) A veteran's DD Form 214 showing the award of any Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal is acceptable proof.  The DD form 214 does not have to show the name of the theater or country of service for which that medal was awarded.
	 

	Berlin
	August 14, 1961, to June 1, 1963

	Bosnia  (Operations Joint Endeavor, Joint Guard, and Joint Forge) 
	November 20, 1995 to December 20, 1996; December 20, 1996 to present; June 21, 1998 to present

	Cambodia
	March 29, 1973, to August 15, 1973

	Cambodia Evacuation (Operation Eagle Pull)
	April 11 - 13, 1975

	Congo
	July 14, 1960, to September 1, 1962, & November 23, to 27, 1964

	Cuba
	October 24, 1962, to June 1, 1963

	Dominican Republic
	April 28, 1965, to September 21, 1966

	El Salvador
	January 1, 1981, to February 1, 1992

	Grenada (Operation Urgent Fury)
	October 23, 1983, to November 21, 1983

	Haiti (Operation Uphold Democracy)
	September 16, 1994, to March 31, 1995

	Iraq  (Operation Northern Watch)
	January 1, 1997 to present

	Korea
	October 1, 1966, to June 30, 1974

	Laos
	April 19, 1961, to October 7, 1962

	Lebanon
	July 1, 1958, to November 1, 1958, &  
June 1, 1983, to December 1, 1987

	Mayaguez Operation
	May 15, 1975

	Operations in the Libyan Area (Operation Eldorado Canyon) 
	April 12 - 17, 1986

	Panama (Operation Just Cause)
	December 20, 1989, to January 31, 1990

	Persian Gulf Operation (Operation Earnest Will)
	July 24, 1987, to August 1, 1990

	Persian Gulf Operation (Operation Southern Watch)
	December 1, 1995, to present

	Persian Gulf Operation (Operation Vigilant Sentinel)
	December 1, 1995 to February 1, 1997

	Persian Gulf Operation (Operation Desert Thunder)
	November 11, 1998 to December 22, 1998

	Persian Gulf Operation (Operation Desert Fox)
	December 16, 1998 to December 22, 1998 

	Persian Gulf Intercept Operation
	December 1, 1995, to present

	Quemoy and Matsu Islands
	August 23, 1958, to June 1, 1963

	Somalia (Operation Restore Hope)
	December 5, 1992, to March 31, 1995

	Taiwan Straits
	August 23, 1958, to January 1, 1959

	Thailand
	May 16, 1962, to August 10, 1962

	Vietnam Evacuation (Operation Frequent Wind)
	April 29, 1975, to April 30, 1975

	Vietnam (including Thailand)
	July 1, 1958, to July 3, 1965


Navy expeditionary Medal and Marine Corps Medal for these Operations: 


	Campaign or Expedition
	Inclusive dates 

	Cuba
	January 3, 1961 to October 23, 1962

	Indian Ocean/Iran
	November 21, 1979, to October 20, 1981

	Iranian/Yemen/Indian Ocean
	December 8, 1978 to June 6, 1979

	Lebanon
	August 20, 1982 to May 31, 1983

	Liberia  (Operation Sharp Edge)
	August 5, 1990 to February 21, 1991

	Libyan Area
	January 20, 1986 to June 27, 1986

	Panama
	April 1, 1980 to December 19, 1986 and  
February 1, 1990 to June 13, 1990

	Persian Gulf
	February 1, 1987 to July 23, 1987

	Rwanda (Operation Distant runner)
	April 7 - 18, 1994

	Thailand
	May 16 - August 10, 1962


Other Campaign and Service Medals Qualifying for Preference: 


	Campaign or Expedition
	Inclusive dates

	Army Occupation of Austria
	May 9, 1945 to July 27, 1955

	Army Occupation of Berlin
	May 9, 1945 to October 2, 1990

	Army Occupation of Germany  
(exclusive of Berlin)
	May 9, 1945 to May 5, 1955

	Army Occupation of Japan
	September 3, 1945 to April 27, 1952

	Chinese Service Medal (Extended)
	September 2, 1945 to April 1, 1957

	Korean Service
	June 27, 1950 to July 27, 1954

	Navy Occupation of Austria
	May 8, 1945 to October 25, 1955

	Navy Occupation of Trieste
	May 8, 1945 to October 25, 1954

	Southwest Asia Service Medal (SWASM)  
(Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm)
	August 2, 1990 to November 30, 1995

	Units of the Sixth Fleet (Navy)
	May 9, 1945 to October 25, 1955

	Vietnam Service Medal (VSM)
	July 4, 1965 to March 28, 1973



